
NORTH HALL
University of Wisconsin, Madison
This austere four-story sandstone structure is the oldest building on the University of Wisconsin
campus. It opened on September 17, 1851, and represents the progressive ideas that have
emanated from the institution it serves. The University of Wisconsin pioneered in extension
work, particularly in agricultural programs, and in the involvement of scholars in legislative and
regulatory affairs on a nonpartisan basis. Known as the Wisconsin Idea, the university’s
innovative cooperative programs stemmed from the Jacksonian concept that an enlightened
public would best ensure a progressive America. Built as a dormitory, North Hall became a
classroom and office building after 1884.


